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close of the siege missionaries In com- -
mon with all other foreigners in Peking

j had to hasten and gather in what grain
they could from various sources for their

t
own and their people's consumption. As
they had no money with which to pur-- I
chase clothing and other necessaries for

j themselves and their people, it was sug-- I
gested by the United States Minister,

j Mr. Conger, that the missionaries sell
j the stuff found on the premises they... It would seem but the
mildest form of punishment that the
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for the benefit of those who had survived
his murderous attacks."

And he goes on:
"If there is anything wrong in mis I

should be pleased to have our critics
point it out. Furthermore, if a proper
indemnity is paid by the Chinese Govern-
ment for the support during those few
months of the people who had been ren
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dered homeless by the Boxers the sum of
money received for the sale of his goods
could be returned to this Mongol prince."

Questioned as to the morality of this
avowed looting, this taking possession of
other people's houses and property on
the plea that there was nowhere else for
him to go, and no other way of support-
ing himself, the Rev. Dr. Ament advanc-
ed this general proposition :
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to him could bring the neighbors of his
persecuted people to see the errors of
their ways, and persuade them to con-
tribute money for the rebuilding of the
destroyed houses, and for the support of
the survivors of the families, I think be
is justified in so doing. It seems to ine
he would be hardhearted to do other-
wise."

We do not impute to the Rev. Dr.
Ament any conscious lack of candor in
this manner of describing his tour of
systematic assessment and collection, at
the. rate of 500 taels for each convert
slain. If in the course of his month's
hard work at assessment and collection
in Wenah, Paoting-hsle- n, Pachow, Ping-tin- g,

Chochow, Diang-ksian- g, Shuni, and
the other towns of his district, he found
everywhere charitable unconverted Chi-
nese villagers ready to subscribe volun-
tarily a total of many thousands of dol-

lars as a relief fund for destitute Chris-
tian converts, we can only say that
there are parts of the world where Chris-
tian missionaries are more urgently
needed than in that part of China.
- How far coercion, direct or implied

P local authorities, in ad- -

head of a family had been murdered, or
one who was- - the provider, the sum of
500 taels is demanded for the support of
widows and orphans who have no other
visible means of support."

No comment is needed here. However,
satisfactory to the Rev. Dr. Ament's con-
science was the motive of his demands
upon the villages, the collection of the
indemnity and the collection of the addi-
tional exaction for the mission funds
was conceived and carried out in the
spirit of lynch law; and in many if not
most cases the penalty imposed by Rev.
Dr. Ament must have fallen not upon
the persons guilty of the original out-
rage, but upon those innocent of partici-
pation in it.

As to the general attitude of the Rev.
Dr. Ament toward the Chinese who have
not accepted the gospel he went forth to
preach, his statement is illuminating.
There is no word from beginning to end
that is in sympathy with the spirit of
brotherhood and mercy and forgiveness
which is so large a part of the religion
Christ taught to mankind. The reverend
doctor is a missionary of the Church
militant. He is s practical man. He be-

lieves In making examples of the wick-
ed. In questions of punishment for
crimes committed against the native
Christians, he seems at every point dis-
posed to demand an eye for an eye and
a tooth for a tooth. We quote his criti-
cism of the lenity of an expedition de-

spatched by General Wilson into the re-

gion east of Peking to rescue certain
Christian families who were surrounded
bV Boxers. General Wilson's orders were

damaees alleged, a
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looking toward those places as their
rightful abodes, we fail to discern it and
ask our critics to point out how we could
have done differently In times of such
special stress and necessity. While be-
lieving that right is always right and
wrong is always wrong, yet there are
many actions that are relatively so.
While one year ago it would have been a
moral wrong to walk into these prem-
ises and take our abode there, we con-
tend that we were fully justified in what
we have done under the circumstances
above described."

In several other parts of his interview
the Rev. Dr.Ament admits the fact of the
looting of abandoned houses by mission-
aries, and the sale of the looted articles
for the account of their unlawful pos-
sessors. The deeds he narrates can be
justified on the military ground of "liv-
ing off the enemy's country." They can
be justified again on the theory that per-
mits the despoiling of the Egyptians. Fi-
nally, they seem to come under the Rev.
Dr. Ament's maxim that while "right is
always right and wrong is always wrong,
yet there are many actions tnat are rela-
tively so." But it is doubtful if these
same deeds of plunder and conversion
into cash, no matter on what ground ex-
cused, will stand the searching light of
the language of one of the command-
ments conveyed to Moses on Sinai, and
by the Rev. tr. Ament probably taught
to his Chinese converts as one of their
very earliest lessons in Christianity.
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ternal pressure to bear, relying in all
cases upon the justice of our claims."
But what does Dr. Ament mean when
in his Peking interview describing the
voluntary contributions of the unconvert-
ed villages he goes on to say:

"Not to have taken some such meas-
ures would have indicated tQ the Boxer
sympathizers an abnormal weakness and
indifference to the sufferings of our na-

tive Christians that would have tended
to Increase the latter's troubles by rais-
ing the courage of their enemies?"

And what does he mean when he adds
in the very next paragraph:

"In all cases, so far as I know, the
missionaries have yielded on the side of
generosity and charity in the collection
of this indemnity?"

Newbro's Herpicide killsn converts during tha
J"e indemnities being

Dr. Ament remarks with some show of
exasperation :

"The Chinese could not understand
such leniency. A well-equipp- ed body of
265 cavalrymen, under able officers, pass-
ed through a region filled with blood-
thirsty Boxers, whose hands were red
with the blood of more than a hundred
Christians, where thousands of dollars'
worth of property had been destroyed
and many chapels burned, and not one
man was called to account for this ter-
rible lawlessness!"

And a little further, on he contrasts the
swift retribution that fell upon any com-
munity that fired upon the invading mili-
tary with the forbearance shown to vil-
lages where the missionaries and their
flocks had suffered:

"One gun fired at a troop of foreign
soldiers would easily rosult in the de-

struction of a village or villages and the
loss of many lives. That was considered
justice or the necessities of warfare. But
in a village whene scores of native Chris-
tians have perished by the hands of the
Boxers, and missionaries have been driv-
en out and vilified, for the latter to de-

mand the punishment of a few notorious
leaders is considered by some contrary
to the professions they make."

Is not this an extraordinary complaint?
Does it not read as if it ctme from an
Old Testament Christian?
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sionaries may have done in the line of
looting, it is only right to say that a
famine was predicted for the coming
winter, that they had hundreds of people
in their charge who were in immediate
need of food, clothing and shelter and
who looked to the missionaries for assist-
ance. It is but Justice to them to say
that if in the ardor of their desire to
provide for their people they did some
things that attracted criticism they did
it with the best of Intentions and honest
desire to provide for t!ie people for whom
they felt more or less responsible."

Dr. Ament himself took possession of
the palace from which a Mongol prince
had fled at the approach of the relief ex-

pedition. The reverend cioctor does not
deny that he appropriated and sold off
the valuables belonging to the Mongol
prince whose house he occupied but
urges as an excuse that this same prince
had been active in the persecution of the
mission people, and in the destruction of
their property: and he adds:

"The question may be asked as to the

? witho-.i- t

"Experience in China proves that seem-
ing weakness in dealing with the Chi-

nese only Increases their spirit of dis-

trust and their desire to continue in
crime. Excessive kindness they will at-

tribute to fear; the spirit of altruism
is entirely alien to their natures."

We fear that there is something yet to
be cleared up concerning the methods
and details of the systematic exaction of
indemnity. Meanwhile, Dr. Ament's
statement establishes the fact of that
systematic collection of indemnity by a

Court of Equity or
Claims Commission consisting of the
missionaries themselves, responsible to
no lawful authority and acting under no
legal warrant. The Interference was not
even in behalf of American citizens. It
was between Chinese and Chinese. There
is nothing in our treaties with China
conferring upon the missionaries the
functions they admit having exercised in
this respect.
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